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SUBJECT: KIM TAE-CHUNG CLAIMS CONVICTION UNCONSTITUTIONAL 
REF: 75 SEOUL 9195 (DTG 130357Z DEC) 

1 . KIM TAE-CHUNG'S LATEST MOVE TO APPEAL HIS DEC. 12 
SENTENCE (REFTEL) HAS BEEN FEB. 4 PETITION TO SEOUL 
APPELLATE COURT IN WHICH KIM REQUESTED THAT THE 

ROK CONSTITUTIONAL COMMITTEE RULE ON CONSTITUTIONALITY OF 
HIS CONVICTION UNDER FORMER ELECTION LAW. KIM CONTENDS 
THAT OLD LAW "CONTRADICTS" PROVISIONS IN THE 1972 YUSHIN 
CONSTITUTION AND THAT PROVISIONS IN THE NEW ELECTION LAW 
WHICH PROVIDE FOR RETROACTIVE PUNISHMENT OF VIOLATERS 
OF THE OLD LAW ARE UNCONSTITUTIONAL. 

2. KIM'S SECRETARY HAS PASSED COPIES OF APPEAL, AND OF 
PROSECUTOR'S COUNTER APPEAL OF ONE YEAR SENTENCE. TO 
FOREIGN WIRE SERVICES AND EMBASSIES. DOMESTIC PRESS HAS ONLY 
BRIEFLY REPORTED FACT OF KIM'S APPEAL. HOWEVER, WE NOTE AP 
HAS FILED RATHER EXTENSIVE REPORT ON THIS DEVELOPMENT. 

3. COMMENT: APPEAL SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN MADE TO KEEP KIM 
TAE-CHUNG AND HIS CASE IN PUBLIC EYE ESPECIALLY IN U.S. 

AND JAPAN RATHER THAN BECAUSE OF ANY HOPE OF FAVORABLE 
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